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that our first duty to a story is to love it.” ” They^T 
to moral and religious comment which thus 


“ I would say 

and incidents) lend themselves 0 

becomes a comment on life itself.’’ .4 map of the Old Testament world closed 
this valuable little volume which we believe children would rejoice in as ‘ 
l «oocnccinn a nossessioil less I*eSnrmciK1« , . 


this valuable little volume wmu. ««= - - « WU iu lejoice m as a 

private and personal possession -a possession less responsible and , 
anxious than " the Bible ” they are so rightly taught to revere. 

Xcw Testament Bible Stories , edited by Richard G. Moulton (Macmillan, 1 / 6) 
What we have said of the Old Testament applies in every point to the New 
The volume covers the life of Jesus and the Acts of the Apostles. I he sections 
including the sayings of Jesus and the parables of Jesus, gain greatly from 
being set out in modern literary form. To the mature Christian they have 
the charm of the Bible read in a new language, and to children we feel sure 
they will be attractive. The words of the text are entirely the words of 
Scripture. There is a map of the New Testament world. 

School Boy's Pocket Book, by a Public Schoolman (Smith’s Publishing Co 
1/6). The public schoolman who has written this little book knows his public* 
He writes of, your special chum, pner and purus, your lessons, your religion 
what will you be ? in a genial, easy way, and his earnestness does not betrav 
him into what the school-boy calls "pi-jaw.” For instance, in writing of 
your special chum, he goes to Coningsby for “an example of the best and 
noblest school boy friendship to be found in any work of fiction.” The chapter 
called pwr rf purus treats a difficult subject with tact and sincerity The 
Public Schoolman ” knows that a dainty little book which will go into vour 
wmstcoat pocket without bulging it has attractions. 7 

PetSThal donT”' 'f heSSCdV ' ^ J ' W - E ' Pearse (Blackwood). M r. 

^X 6 “achT C Th 0 ? yS “ d 8ir ' SWh ° »»<■ >0 

boys and should nerh-t ' ^ b ^° k 1S lntended for third or fourth form 

tale full of incident ’ i" f ‘ "’f Gallic War ' The author takes a 
thus, — “ Lucius while on f V — %5f admg whi ch must excite curiosity; as 
with magic ^‘ dy (the knd ° f wit ^craft), meddles 

and is .Lsto^i::: a T v";? - r hc «. 

only by headings in English of a • f ° lloWS the Latin text - broken 

of accidence is presupposed. T] // excltl11 ^ character - Some knowledge 
the index, a full vocabulary a l ? ° ° W ta,:des of case and mood usages in 
author justifies his plea Tor the ^ WUh aU , theSe hel P s ' we think the 
from the first, and we heartihr ac m ^° sentences right through, as sentences, 
'" d l grind of evening construinT ' “ to do awa T with the tread- 
The Public Schools 'Year P/tnh /q 

our publir schools, arranged in 1 S °nnenschein, 2/6), gives for all 

examinations, entrance scholars!,/ at f tlcal order ' particulars of the entrance 

an( l rn0( i er n sides, special classpi S ° . ar ^ es ^ or education and board, classical 

information which a parent vv^uld instructi °n, fees, in fact all the 

t ^ X) ^‘ The a Ppendices are exeetrV °\ COnsicler in choosing a school for 

nin "l detailed and accurate inf ^ ' V Valua b le » especially those con- 

clerJ°i y - S \ F ° r exani pie — Ir» dian Poh**^ 11 concernin g possible professions 

and S ^ Kastern cadetships, and n ^ . ° rce ’ Indian Forest Service, naval 

f Lorf^ Ul !^ eclited book of referenp 11 ^ ° tller °P e r»ings. This is a valuable 
F Longman’s New relere nce. 

lt y Books and Book of Romance. We 
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need give them no further praise, for every tale and every romance opens 
doors into Wonderland, where all manner of little folk should wander 

The Youth's Companion Scries (Ginn & Co., 1/- a volume). We have 
already described the plan of this admirable series, that is to say, a writer 
who knows has been chartered to give living impressions of every country 
treated, and these, impressions and the studv of a good map should make 
for a real knowledge of geography. 

(a) Strange Lands near Home (home being the United States), talks of 
A Mexican City. An Odd City in the Andes, The Land of the Llama, The 
Esquimaux and Icebergs, and much besides. 

(b) The Wide World gives us Barbarian Babies, Chinese Streets, Little 
Egyptians, The Boys of Mexico, The Venetian Gondola, and a hundred pictures 
which a child of eight or ten would like to dwell upon. 

(c) Northern Europe is adapted for children of eleven or twelve. John 
Tyndall writes Life in the Alps, the Princess Kropotkin describes A Russian 
Village, and other persons, who know, describe the striking scenes exhibited 
in the Northern Countries of Europe. The writing is always living and the 
illustrations interesting. We very cordially commend this series. 

The “ Alleyn ” Nature Study and Observation Leaflets, by C. B. Gutteridge 
(Relfe Bros., Id. each). We cannot do better than quote from the advertise- 
ment of these leaflets, " each leaflet has twelve ideas as guides for observation 
and further thought.” The subjects are Spiders, Leaves, Sleep and Rest, 
Crane Fly, The Weather. 


THK “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents.] 

Dear Editor, — My father, who is just now in America, went to visit the 
Carnegie Library, in Pittsburg, and was very much struck by the children’s 
department. All the arrangements are exceedingly good. My father went 
into one room where there were about 200 children, aged from eight to sixteen, 
hard at work reading all sorts of books, travels, biographies, and stones. 
He saw two young ladies in charge, on- of whom had just been telhn 
50 children the story of the Holy Grail and King Arthur ; and to some ot ^ 
Norse legends and stories from Homer. Even the ^ in preparing 

which they can understand. As I knew that the / 

a catalogue of children’s books. I thought that you JJ 

see the pamphlets he sent me. I hope that you are stronger now 

not find the winter too trying. Yours *ncerely^ 

Highclere House, Heston, Middlesex, 

November 29th, 190.1. 

Dear Editor, -I was much interested in an ^ arlWejiV*. 
in a recent number of the Parents Review trained to strength 

and indistinct voice could be n prop article would be so very kind 

and clearness. Do you think the wri e „„ man no at Oxford? 

as to advise me how to 


Do you think the writer oi ui ^ ^ ^ ^ 0xford ? 

how to V erv much for much help and 

May I take this opportunity of thank g > 


instruction derived from the Review. 
Farnlev, Leeds, 


Yours faithfully, 

(Mrs.) Alice S. Pawson. 


A pril 


Uth, 1904. 
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The following extracts from a letter from a member in South Africa wili 

interest our readers : #< 

De^r Editor, -T he intensely interesting P.N.E.U. Manifesto,” setting 
forth that " Studies serve for Delight, for Ornament, and for Ability " j 
have just read, and am reminded of my intention of joining the Mothers’ 
Educational Course. It is my desire to undertake the children’s earliest 
« lessons ” myself. Indeed, there is no school at hand to which I should 
be able quite happily to commit them. My sense of responsibility con- 
cerning their up-bringing is very great, and I therefore feel keenly my own 
lack of preparation for the training and teaching of children. 'From the a <*e 
of thirteen to eighteen, I myself attended a large day school where there was 
much cramming for “ exams.” quarterly and yearly. We took the Scottish 
Leaving Certificates in subjects which included Latin and Higher Mathe 
matics (besides the “ English ” subjects and Modern Languages), but nothin 
whatever of Natural Science. We had absolutely no “ Nature ” feachiii 
during the five years I was at the school, nor were we taught to think for 
ourselves. This makes it all the more formidable for me to contemplate 
the true and worthy education of my own children. Though supposed to 
have had a " good education,” it was in such wise as to enable me to pass 
examinations always with success, but not really to fit me for after-life 
Much Acknowledge was instilled into me. as I was diligent in mv classes 
(being naturally inclined to study) and always stood well in regard to marks 
and prizes. Nevertheless, I do from my heart approve not oT such things 

writings to ai T n » meth ? d! 3 WhiCh y °" eXp ° und in va rious 
educational knowledge Mnf and e” ^ ^ 

to my children. By beginning in a InH T , ever - ,ncreasi "g interest 
undo, as those must who only sefthp g ? T 3 ' h ° pe tQ have nothin g to 
when their children have already beZ °"t ° i SUCh educatlon as y° u advocate 
satisfactory ways. But I realize ^haA ^ taUght in more or less un ‘ 
preparation for the time when “ lessons ” T1US n ° W del&y my ° Wn definite 
I hope to teach them to read I* 1 must be introduced to the children. 
Home Education. 1 ' vnte ) in the manner suggested in 

Believe me, yours truly, 

__ D. H. S. 
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Edited by Miss "P v •• 

F * ^ OEL Armfield, Sec T / - , • o 

C ’ 1 2G, Victoria Street , S.W. 

To whom all Hon. Local Sec « TeL 479 Victoria. 

'othTi C ° nvected theuZancZTI *° * end . re P orts °f all mailers of 

JV £ papers they mny p rin{ > n so > copies of any prospectuses or 

■ • *■-* «.«.» *■, \ f , it paper miy 

Th e Executive Cr, NEW Br ANCHF.S. 

Rr S C ADPoi n D . the fol] ^rp e iaces appr0ached With a view to starting 

Cardiff Name 

7 ack|adi ' s »»~. p* 

uildford NairiA ° F e interested ' unfermline, would be glad 

Rec '^ — aa&r ^ a „ ke Kennedy , Ewh „„ t 
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Nottingham. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea . 

Readers of the Parents’ Review living in these districts, or having friends 
there, are asked to communicate with Miss Armfield, 26, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Belgravia— A lecture was given on March 23rd, at 43, Rosary Gaidens 
(by kind permission of Mr. and Mrs. Biddle), by Miss Sara Patteson on ” The 
Importance of Geography in the making of History,” illustrated by lantern 
slides ; 38 members present. The subject was a most interesting one, and 
Miss Patteson. had some original ideas, and clearly indicated the importance 
of lantern slides in teaching, but (owing probably to an effort to put much 
matter into a limited time) the lecture seemed rather incoherent and desultory 
There was much interest evinced, and Lady Betty Balfour and Mrs. Talbot 
proposed starting a class to study history on these lines— A meeting of all 
the London branches will be held on June 8th, at Mrs. Winkworth’s house 
Holly Lodge, Campden Hill, W.. when our Belgravian branch representative! 
Lady Campbell, will give a report of the conference. It is earnestly hoped that 
all will be there if possible, as this conference, with its influx of new ideas and 
energies from the North, should be very valuable, and Lady Campbell already 
reports that there are some most interesting new suggestions to be made there. 

Bolton and Farnworth. — A meeting was held on March 24th, at 
Clevelands (by kind permission of Mrs. Crook), when M. P. Andrews, Esq., 
M.A.. teacher of Languages at the Bolton Grammar School, gave a paper on 
“ The Doctrines of Herbart and his followers.” There was a good attendance 
and as very lew of the members knew much about Herbart and his methods, 
the Society feels very srateful to Mr. Andrews for his most clear and interesting 
paper, especially as he has had opportunities of studying the methods on 
the Continent and especially at Jena. Several questions were asked, and 
answered by Mr. Andrews. This is the last meeting of this branch until the 
Autumn Session. 

Bristol. — On April Uth, Miss L. K. Hart Davis spoke on “ How to start 
a Natural History Club for Children.” Mr. E. T. Daniell took the chair. 
Miss Hart Davis said she would first give the reasons for starting a children’s 
club, and then give her experience as how best to start one. Children and 
Nature were natural companions. One could see this from the earliest days 
of a child’s life. The first thing to attract his attention were the flowers and 
the animals. Our conventional life made us lose this innate kinship if we 
did not treasure it. With care to foster this early love of Nature even the 
city supplied parks and trees and window gardens, &c., whrch co„ d gi 
material to interest children. They could be taught to recognise the different 
trees at each season, and made to watch their budding. 
and their long winter’s resting period. Thus even the same • 
an ever-varying interest. The object in starting a 

children was to give the children a Q C ^ e ^ “^^advantage of studying 

parents were sometimes unable to g this develops a habit of 

science is that the child must go to Nature itsel nd this c level lops a ^ ^ 

careful observation and accurate stating o . branch of the 

history of the Children’s Naturalist Club n l be rs h Tp of 180. Mr. E. T. 
P.N.E.U., which has grown in seven years to « “ P of { study in 

Daniell, in thanking the lecturer, urged the importance 

a child’s education. v ou les who occupied the chair 

Croydon. At «■»•£* Tm ™ Manley, brjv in— 

owing to the much regret tea 



